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Antonio Gelonesi- CHAIRMAN 


Welcome to North Sydney Oval for our second 
last home game of the 2002-2003 regular season. 
The past few weeks have been an exciting time 
for all of us who have been involved with the 
Spirit as situations change and develop both on 
and off the field. 


On the pitch, we have been playing some fantastic 
football with five wins from our last six games. 
Ina snapshot of our past few games we followed 
our 2-1 win over Parramatta Power, here at North 
Sydney Oval, by backing up for a 3-0 victory 
over the Wollongong Wolves at Brookvale. The 
Wolves victory was nothing short of breathtaking 
and | was excited to share the moment with 
over 3,000 fans who came to share in the event. 


Last Sunday the team travelled to Toyota Park to 
take on last years premiers, and then top of the 
table, Olympic Sharks. The end result of 3-2 to 
Spirit was unexpected by many but well deserved 
for us. Our team showed heart, dedication and 
determination to never give up and we all enjoyed 
the show. 


Tonight's game against Adelaide City Force holds 
an important three competition points for both 
sides as we jostle for positions in the final six. 
| hope that tonight we will be entertained by a 
hard fought match where the Spirit team once 


again display their heart and passion for the 
game. Win, lose or draw | will be happy to simply 
view attacking, positive and passionate football. 


Off the field, it has also been a time for progres-. 
sion towards the future of the Club. We have 
begun to take the positive steps we need to 
become the Spirit we want to be. 


A simple example of this was the supporters bus 
that we ran from Brookvale Oval & North Sydney 
Train Station down to Toyota Park and back for 
our game last Sunday. Only a small change, but for 
those of you who took advantage of the service, 
we thank you for your support. Be aware we will 
be running a similar supporters bus service to 
the final game of the season against Parramatta 
Power in mid March. Keep your eye on the Spirit 
website for details (www.northernspirit.com.au). 


In the past few weeks | have also been impressed 
and encouraged by the professionalism and the 
football being displayed by the Northern Spirit 
Youth Team. This Club has depth in its talent and 
my congratulations goes out to the Youth team for 
their efforts. | look forward to seeing them progress 
in the next few years to our senior side. 


So please sit back and enjoy tonight's game, | look 
forward to seeing you at our final home game 
here at North Sydney Oval on March 7 when we 
take on the Marconi Stallions. Kick off 7.30pm. 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


VS 
ADELAIDE 
CITY FORCE 


February 21, 2003 


GATES OPEN AT 4.30PM 
KICK OFF AT 7.30PM 


VIEW FROM THE TOP 
— Lawrie McKinna 


Our recent results, against Wollongong Wolves 
and Olympic Sharks, have given us great hope 
of making the top six final’s at the end of the 
season. However, of greater importance is that 
fact that the players have produced results 
when they've really needed to. 


Against Olympic | would have been happy to 
come away with a point but to go there and take 
all three against a side that has generally held 
the wood over us is a huge bonus. When we 
went two-one down with five minutes remaining 
| don’t expect there were too many optimists out 
there who gave us a chance of rescuing 
anything from the game. But the boys stuck to 
their guns, never dropped their heads and 
produced a display of some quality in the final 
moments of the match to not only equalise but 
score the winner. 


I'm sure that Macca (Andrew McDermott) 
would be among the first to admit that his 
30-yard free-kick that netted the winner was 
one of those shots that either bulges the net and 
looks fantastic to the supporters or hits the 
floodlights if it goes wrong and makes the taker 
look like a bit of a goose. However, on this 
occasion it was the former and no-one can say 
it wasn’t deserved. It was a great team perform- 
ance with everyone knowing their place and 
playing their part. | am proud of what the guys 
achieved at Toyota Park. 


The only black spot on the evening were the 
cautions to Vuko Tomasevic and lan Ferguson 
that keeps them out of tonight's game. Ferguson 
was picked his up for a challenge on Olympic 
player North and was jeered loudly every time 
he touched the ball afterwards but this helped 
the whole Spirit side to lift and push forward. 


That result means that a top six spot is more a 
reality than possibly thought a few weeks ago 
and tonight's match against Adelaide City Farce 
is obviously of great importance. 


The Force has put together an impressive run 
lately, as we have, and the match tonight should 
be an entertaining and high drama affair. We 
both want the three points badly and whoever 


takes them will obviously steal a march toward 
the play-offs. It won't be an easy game for either 
side and | hope it doesn’t come down to a 
controversial moment that decides the match. 


A Spirit Captain Andrew McDermott in action. 


| would like to thank the fans that made the trip 
down to Toyota Park for Sunday's game. The boys 
and | do notice and appreciate your support for 
us and the Club. | would welcome you to use the 
Spirit supporters bus to come out to Parramatta 
when we take on the Power in mid March. 
Details of the bus will be confirmed shortly and 
posted on the Northern Spirit web site. 


OUR VISITOR'S TONIGHT 


Who would have thought a few short weeks ago 
that tonight's game against Adelaide City Force 
would prove to be what is commonly referred to 
as a ‘real six-pointer’. That is what is has become 
and we should expect it match that is not only 
full of high excitement and drama but one which 
| feel we can all expect will doubtless provide 
plenty of controversy by its conclusion. 


In all, Spirit has met Adelaide nine times with the 
legend of: P9 W2 D2 L5 Fi1 A18. The statistics 
show that these games readily produce goals — 
29 in nine games or over 3 per match — and the 
home form of Spirit vs. Force is practically even: 
P4 W2 DO L2 F4 A6. 


Our last encounter, down at Hindmarsh Stadium, 
ended all square a one-apiece but with so much 
on the line tonight it is not without consideration 
that a draw is as unlikely an event as Ferguson 
or Tomasevic playing in this encounter. Both 
sides have been getting their acts in the run in 
to the finals and neither has conceded much but 
scoring has not been a problem either. It could 
become a case of the irresistible force meeting 
the immoveable object and a feeling pervades 
that the team with the greater desire will take 
the prize this evening. 


Lupce ‘Loopy’ Acevski (#24) has made the goal- 
keeping spot his own since transferring from 
Spirit earlier this season and has conceded only 
five goals in five games for the Adelaide side, 
while they have gone on to find the net on eleven 
occasions themselves. He is capable of making 
the ridiculous look easy and the impossible a 
formality and much as the home support would 
no doubt wish him well, this evening they'll want 
to see him with his head in the back of the net. 


Former Socceroos Carl Veart (#8) and Aurelio 
Vidmar (#10) played alongside our own Alex Tobin 
many times and they need no introduction to 
Australian fans. Both have maintained very high 
standards over the years and it goes without 
saying they are two tricky customers. 


Goran Lozanovski (#11) is still to find his best form 
since joining the club but on his day he can be 
devastating, especially with dead ball situations 
and a thunderous kick. 


Scott Tunbridge (#12) and Claudio Pelosi (#19) 
net their fair share of goals and | have to admit 
to knowing very little about Mariano Aguero 
(#26) other than he has played a part in their last 
five matches. 


Ante Kovacevie (#4) has been installed as the 
club captain for the season and is a solid 
defender who gets forward for set pieces and 
corners. 


Zoran Matic has re-taken the reins at Adelaide, 
a club he is synonymous with, and as many 
know they are a side that usually comes good in 
the run in to the finals games. Many times they 
have looked out of the race only to string a good 
run together late in the campaign to secure a 
spot in the play-offs. 


Tonight's game is vital to both teams and apart 
from the hunger the Spirit players have shown 
in recent weeks we have one more distinct 
advantage over our visitors tonight; the best 
supporters in the NSL. Let's raise the roof and 
let South Australia hear our Spirit pride! 


NORTHERN SPIRIT ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 

# Player Position DOB # Player Position 

2 Julian Watts Defender 17/03/71 2 Gianluca Lagati Defender 

3 Simon Bell Defender 21/10/78 3 reinaae pemadr 

4 Noel Spencer Midfield 26/07/77 

5 | Alex Tobin Defender 03/11/65 4 | Ante Kovacevic Defender 

6 Robbie Trajkovski Midfield 24/07/72 5 Michael Valkanis Defender 

7 Andrew McDermott Midfield 24/03/77 6 Diego Pellegrini Defender 

8 lan Ferguson Midfield 15/03/67 ) : ved 
Adam Kwasnik Striker 31/05/83 ) j Lucas Pantelis Midfield 
Dylan Macallister Striker 17/05/82 8 Carl Veart Midfield 
Troy Cranney Midfield 09/02/72 ) Shane Smeltz Striker 
John Hutchinson Midfield 29/12/79 Bap ave 
Bradley Groves Midfield 29/01/82 | | uel Midfie 
Vuko Tomasevic Midfield 13/05/80 | | Goran Lozanovski Striker 
Brent Fisher Striker 06/07/83 | Scott Tunbridge Striker 
Stewart Petrie Striker 27/02/70 | Kristinihoss Derenden 
Alex Wilkinson Defender 13/08/84 A Gouldi Deron 
Jeremy Seales Defender 17/02/76 pad Saal AEE 
Paul Henderson Goalkeeper 22/04/76 Matthew Kenip Midfield 
Sean Walsh Midfield 14/02/84 David Terminello Midfield 
Matthew Osman Defender 29/07/83 ) Glaucioreelasi Sirikek 
Steven Baveas Midfield 07/04/84 ; ‘ : 
Mitchell Prentice Midfield 0703/83 | » Adriano Pellegrino Striker 
Shane Thompson Midfield 24/11/78 Mislav Saric Striker 
Jonathan Richter Midfield 12/04/83 Nick Budin Midfield 
Matthew Hunter Defender 29/04/84 Lupce Acevaki Gaaltecney 
Jacob Rex Goalkeeper 04/10/84 
Adam Foti Striker 20/02/84 David Scarsella Goalkeeper 
Russell Woodruffe Striker 08/11/85 Mariano Aguero Midfield 
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CALLING ALL CADBURY ICE CREAM 
LOYALTY CARD HOLDERS... 


END OF SEASON PARTY! 


It's almost the end of the regular 2002-2003 
season and to thank all of our Cadbury Ice 
Cream Loyalty Card Holders we will be 
holding an end of season party at our 


final home game on March 7 at North sei 


Sydney Oval. 


} To attend the party all you need is 
ll your passport full of stamps from 


Simply register at the 
merchandise stall at tonight's Sy 
game and we'llsee youin March =e, 


If you have any questions please call 
the Club on 02 9460 2187 during business 
hours or email us at 

_ marketing@northernspirit.com.au 


for the party! Ss 
‘ake 
y 


si each of our home games that you t 
HY, have attended this season. We will . 
ll be providing entertainment on the \ 
Northern Spirit Road Show and i 
the Human Footy Table as well as 
having food and drinks available for 
each of our favourite fans! 
NORTHERN SPIRIT Venue 1— Cromer Park, 101 South Creek Road, 
EASTER SOCCER CAMPS Dee Why 
We are now taking bookings for our Easter Venue 2- Killarney Oval, Melwood Avenue, 
Soccer Camps for boys and girls aged between Killarney 


six and 16 years. The camps are running from 
9am — 3pm in seven locations from Monday 14th 
April until Thursday 17th April. Each participant 
will have access to qualified coaches, be able 
to meet Northern Spirit first team players, every 
child receives a gift from the Spirit as well as 
being able to learn and develop new soccer 
skills for the new season. 


To book your place on the camp 

please call 02 8904 1487 or send an email to 
marketing@northernspirit.com.au 

and leave your address. 


Venue 3 — Lionel Watts, Blackbutts Road, 
Frenchs Forest 


Venue 4 — Jackson Road, Playing Fields, 
Warriewood 


Venue 5 —Kuringai High School, 
Bobbin Head Road, Turramurra 


Venue 6 — Christie Park, Christie Road, 
North Ryde 


Venue 7 — Pennant Hills Park, Brittania Street, 
Pennant Hills 9am-1pm 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY AT NORTH SYDNEY OVAL 


Looking for an original birthday party idea? If you are 13 and under, why not have your birthday party 
at the North Sydney Oval at one of our home games? 


The cost is $20 per child (minimum of 10 guests) and the package includes: 


* VIP match tickets in a Corporate Box 


* Adrink and sausage sandwich for each child 


* Northern Spirit Roadshow 


* One football signed by the Spirit team 


* Visit from first team players 


Call 02 9460 2187 or email 
marketing@northernspirit.com.au 
and book your party early! 


It's Official, Attendances Down Across 
The Board - Almost! 


Renny 
loreal 
> 
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Sadly, the title above says it all. There is only one 
NSL club in the country that can report a rise in 
attendances or a break even point for the season 
to date. Thatis a very sad indictment on the game 
but one that many of us can guess the reasons for. 
It's a subject for conjecture that we have covered 
within these pages throughout the season and 
isn’t one that needs to be re-hashed here. 


However, that said it must be mentioned that 
both the Grand Final participants of last season 
are showing a huge drop in crowd numbers, 
albeit on a par with many other NSL sides if we 
put it into perspective, and that still remains the 
most worrying trend. Now that Perth Glory, 
currently leading the competition from Olympic 
Sharks after Round 22, but who beat them to last 
years title, have had those points docked for 
fielding Andre Gumprecht in an early round when 
he wasn't, allegedly, registered, one wonders 
what the effect will be on the Glory public? Will 
they gather in greater numbers and rally behind 
the club as they adopt the ‘us and them’ mentality 
or will they fade away significantly? 


Speculation, scare mongering or impish use of 
Statistics aside, the lack of TV coverage this 
season has been the major talking point for the 
lack of crowds at games. That appears to be the 
parallel of commonsense logically. If no games 
are present on our TV screens surely more 
people will flock to the venues in order to see 
the teams as it is the only option. 


In a cruel twist the opposite is the truth. TV can 
generate an interest in matches or teams and 
without the advertising of upcoming games the 
general public interest begins to wane and the 
current situation occurs. Obviously this isn’t the 
sole reason for the decline in support but it does 
play a major role. 


The good news is that at least the ‘Final’s 
Series’ is likely to hit our lounge-room screens if 
recent negotiations are anything to go by, and 
that can only be good for the spart....but don’t 
hold your breath waiting for this to happen! 


This newly adopted system will comprise of an 
extra 11-weeks of football with each team 
playing the other five finalists in a home and 
away situation and the top two at the end of this 
mini-league going on to contest the Grand Final. 
The winners and runners-up of the Minor 
Premiership will receive six and three points 
respectively to take into the mini-league 
with them. 


The best news is that an extra 11-weeks of 
football will be played and, therefore, the break 
between seasons will be narrowed. That is 
certainly a step in the right direction as the 
current 4/5-month lay-off between seasons is 
far too great to keep public interest in the 
spotlight. The bad news is that should your team 
be unable to make the top six play-offs it 
remains the best part of three months before 
the season actually finishes and the 4/5-month 
lay-off situation continues. 


But to concentrate on this season again we'll look at the totals. 


TEAM 2001/2003 2001/2002 UP/DOWN 
Adelaide City Force 37333/24937 3111/2494 down 617 
Brisbane Strikers 42177/21267 3515/2127 down 1388 
Football Kingz 46484/26500 3874/2944 down 930 
Marconi Stallions 37832/23548 3513/2616 down 536 
Melb. Knights 48430/44698 4036/4063 UP 27 
Olympic Sharks 67692/40384 5641/3671 down 1670 
Northern Spirit 56997/22929 4750/2293 down 2457 
Newcastle United 112600/60036 9383/6004 down 3379 
Perth Glory 153987/100634 12832/10063 down 2769 
Parra Power 43411/30947 3618/3090 down 528 
Sth Melbourne 72140/60947 6012/5079 down 933 
Sydney Utd 45294/35274 3775/3527 down 248 
W’gong Wolves 40838/311 3403/3116 down 287 


It's Official, Attendances Down Across The Board - Almost! 
continued 

A minor rise for Melbourne Knights, who take 
over the position of Sydney United from the last 
time we looked, doesn’t do much to convince 
you everything is rosy in the garden, especially 
as they have just one more home game to play. 
If it hadn't have been for the 7000 plus they picked 
up in the last round against South Melbourne it 
would be crowds down everywhere. 


Spirit crowds are down but with the way the 
team are progressing at present — good open, 
attacking football and scoring goals — it won't be 
long before the fans return to watch the side. On the 


other side of the coin you have both the Sharks 
& Glory running away with the Minor Premier- 
ship and both posting huge drops in attendance. 


Bring on Adelaide tonight and the prospect of 
final’s football for the first time since the 1998/99 
season and I’m sure the Spirit attendances will 
rise once more. That said, to those who have been 
here all season can | again thank-you on behalf 
of the club for your support, both physically and 
vocally without forgetting the colourful displays 
of the flags both home and away. 


We may be small in number at the moment but 
the Spirit fans remain the best in the NSL. 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE TABLE: 


AFTER ROUND 22 


Position Team a Z. _ Played Points 
1 Perth Glory 20 44 
2 Olympic Sharks 21 42 
3 Newcastle United * Note: Table includes 21 33 
4 Parramatta Power pee Bip 20 31 
5 Adelaide City Force over Perth Glory 20 31 
6 South Melbourne awarded by a disciplinary 21 31 
7 Northern Spirit tribunal as a result of 19 21 
8 Melbourne Knights er uate 20 24 
2 Pueiwels Welves Perth originally won match 2-0. a = 

risbane Strikers 
1 Football Kingz 20 21 
12 Sydney United 20 20 
13 Marconi Stallions 20 18 


Kk kw wk OG 
NEXT HOME GAME 
Northern Spirit 
VS 
Marconi Stallions 
at North Sydney Oval 
Friday March 7, 2003 
Gates Open 4:30pm 
Kick off 7:30pm 


A Spirit midfielder John Hutchinson 


No one knows Australia better than Qantas. That's why 
more people/choose to fly to and around Australia with us. 


QANTAS 


